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1. Learning object repositories.  These free, online, searchable collections offer   

“learning objects” to faculty and students in non-profit, educational settings.  

Learning objects include policy guides, simulations, tutorials, scholarly 

papers, and multi-media presentations.  The terms under which the learning 

objects may be used vary from object to object but, in most cases, no royalties 

or permissions are required for classroom use. 

 

2. Open course ware (OCW).  Open course ware sites are offered by colleges 

and universities from around the world.  They offer free and open access to 

high quality educational materials, organized as courses.  Course information 

may be downloaded and adapted for classroom use by teachers and students.  

For more information about course offerings and participating colleges and 

universities, go to the Open Course Ware Consortium website at 

http://www.ocwconsortium.org/. 

 

 

3. Creative Commons.  Creative Commons is sponsored by a non-profit group.  

It provides free tools that let authors, scientists, artists, and educators mark 

their creative work using a series of logos, thereby identifying the uses they 

allow others to make of their work. The Creative Commons website can be 

found at http://creativecommons.org/. 

 

4. Open source software.    Open source computer software is free and, more 

importantly, may be studied, copied, modified, and redistributed.  One popular 

source of open source software is GNU.  GNU’s Free Software Directory has 

a specific education listing, with separate elementary and secondary education 

categories.  GNU can be found at http://www.gnu.org.  

 

 

5. Open source course management systems.  These free computer software 

packages help educators create online learning communities.  One such 

software package popular among educators is Moodle, a package that offers 

an array of features including forums, quizzes, blogs, wikis, surveys, and 

multi-lingual support. For more information on Moodle, including course 

demonstrations, go to http://moodle.org/.  
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